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Peruvian President, he or she will receive you
in Peru as a President of the APEC.

Thank you very, very much.

President Bush. Mi amigo, gracias. Thank
you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:53 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on the Resignation of Gale
Norton as Secretary of the Interior
March 10, 2006

Gale Norton has been a strong advocate
for the wise use and protection of our Na-
tion’s natural resources and a valuable mem-
ber of my administration for more than 5
years. As the first woman Secretary of the
Interior, she served the Nation well with her
vision for cooperative conservation, protec-
tion and improvement of our national parks
and public lands, and environmentally re-
sponsible energy development on public
lands and waters. She was instrumental in
establishing my Healthy Forests Initiative
that has helped make communities safer
from catastrophic fire, while improving wild-
life habitat. Gale played an influential role
in shaping the Nation’s offshore and onshore
energy policies to help enhance America’s
domestic  production. When Hurricane
Katrina devastated the gulf coast region, she
played a leading role in my administration’s
efforts to restore badly needed offshore en-
ergy production to avoid further supply dis-
ruption and higher energy costs for con-
sumers. Because of her leadership and
thoughtful attention to management, repairs,
and maintenance issues, Americans will be
able to better enjoy our great national parks
and wildlife refuges for generations to come.
I appreciate Gale’s dedicated service to our
country, and I wish Gale and John all the
best.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
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nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

March 4

In the morning, at the U.S. Ambassador’s
residence in Islamabad, Pakistan, the Presi-
dent had an intelligence briefing. Later, at
the Aiwan-e-Sadr, the President of Pakistan’s
residence, he and Mrs. Bush participated in
an arrival ceremony with President Pervez
Musharraf of Pakistan. Then, in the Pink
Room at the Aiwan-e-Sadr, he met with
President Musharraf.

Later in the morning, in the Reception
Hall at the Aiwan-e-Sadr, the President par-
ticipated in a briefing on the Pakistani earth-
quake and reconstruction efforts.

In the afternoon, in the President’s Dining
Room at the Aiwan-e-Sadr, the President and
Mrs. Bush had lunch with President
Musharraf and his wife, Sebha Musharraf.
Later, at the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad, the
President greeted U.S. Embassy staff. Then,
in the Raphel Memorial Gardens of the U.S.
Embassy, he participated in a cricket clinic
with Pakistani youth.

In the evening, in the Reception Hall at
the Aiwan-e-Sadr, the President and Mrs.
Bush attended a performance. Later, they re-
turned to Washington, DC, arriving the fol-
lowing morning.

March 6

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, in Room 350 of the
Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Office
Building, he dropped by a meeting of the
Academic Competitiveness Council.

In the afternoon, the President partici-
pated in a briefing on Hurricane Katrina re-
covery and rebuilding efforts along the gulf
coast.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome President Alejandro
Toledo of Peru to the White House on March
10.

March 7

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Sergey Viktorovich Lavrov of Russia.



